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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ALLBROOK AND NORTH BOYATT
PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 15 JANUARY 2014
AT CRESTWOOD SCHOOL
(7:00 pm - 8:55 pm)
PRESENT: Councillor Symonds (Chair); Councillors Wall, Betts,
Freemantle, Hawes, Mrs Sollitt and Evans
Also in attendance: Sergeant Kyle and PCSO McCarthy
________________________________________
49.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
John Hinxman was unhappy with the lack of turning right lanes at the top
of Boyatt Wood. He advised that the markings had recently been changed
slightly but there was little change to the curb line. He felt it was very
dangerous when turning right at Broadlands and Bosville.
He also advised that there had been new street lighting in the area
recently and one had failed to be replaced due to overhanging trees. Other
members of the public also advised that there were issues with
overhanging trees in Bosville, Woodside and Chartwell Close.
Councillor Wall advised that the roads and street lighting were a County
Council issue and the overhanging trees were a Borough Council issue.
An email would be sent to the Borough Council regarding the trees.
A member of the public advised that at the last meeting the Environmental
Health Manager suggested that the protocol had changed and that the
Council would now make a note of previous calls to the Council. Their bin
had not been collected since Christmas and they had had to phone the
Council three or four times and they have said that they do not make a
note of calls.
Councillor Symonds advised that she would send an email to the Borough
Council and request an explanation.
A member of the public reported that she had advised Councillor Thomas
of potholes in Allbrook village eight months ago and they had still not been
fixed. Since then Councillor Moore had been elected onto the County
Council for the Allbrook and North Boyatt area. The Chair advised that he
would be invited to the next Parish Council meeting.

50.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Mrs Kathleen Symonds declared a Disclosable Pecuniary
Interest in agenda item 5, Allotment Update - Linda Greenslade and
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agenda item 6 Allotment Rent Review, because she rents an allotment on
the Broomhill site.
Councillor Mrs Kathleen Symonds declared a Disclosable Pecuniary
Interest in agenda item 7, PCSO Update, because she works for
Hampshire Constabulary.
51.

MINUTES
RESOLVED –
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2013 be
approved and signed as a correct record subject to the
recommendation (2) of the allotment update being amended read
“That the Site Representatives be allowed to spend up to £50.00
without approval from Council and anything over £50.00 be subject
to email approval from Councillors;”.

52.

ALLOTMENT UPDATE - LINDA GREENSLADE
The Allotment Officer reported that the Police had advised of some recent
shed break ins so allotment holder’s should be vigilant. The ploughing was
now complete, two plots had been let and a further three were to be re-let.
The waiting lists were now very minimal for both sites. There had been no
matter’s arising at either allotment site.
RESOLVED –
That the report be noted.
(a)

ALLOTMENT FINANCE

There were no finance issues to be discussed.
53.

ALLOTMENT RENT REVIEW
Members considered the report of the Allotment Officer regarding the rent
increase for the allotment sites. They were given examples of possible
increases and total income for the allotments none of which would entirely
cover the running costs of the allotments.
Members were reminded that it was the statutory obligation of the Council
to provide allotments if they were required. Councillor Wall also advised
Members to be mindful of the fact that the Borough Council had recently
been through a court case that an allotment holder/association brought
against them due to a significant rise in allotment rent. This would be
something the Parish Council could not afford. Members agreed that the
concession for over 60’s should be slowly phased out by only offering this
to current allotment holders and not new tenants. Members also agreed
that the allotment budget should be reduced from £14,000 to £12,000. To
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that end the Members were not satisfied with the budget and figures as
they stood and asked that the Allotment Officer and Clerk rework the
figures and bring them back to the next meeting.
RESOLVED –
(1) That the Allotment Budget be reduced from £14,000 to £12,000;
(2) That the Allotment Officer and Clerk rework the figures and
produce a plan for the next meeting regarding rent increase; and
(3) That the over 60’s concessionary rate be discontinued for all new
tenants.
(Note: Councillor Symonds declared an interest in this item and did not
vote thereon, the Vice Chairman took the chair for this item.)
54.

PCSO UPDATE
PCSO Reese McCarthy and Sergeant Kyle were in attendance and
advised that there was a new team at Eastleigh now operating under
Sergeant Brearley and the new PC for the area was Charlie Hilderton.
Since the last meeting there had been 805 reported incidents in the
Eastleigh area, 25 of which were in the Allbrook and North Boyatt area.
Five of those were thefts from a motor vehicle. All of the vehicles were
insecure and had satellite navigation, phones or bags on show. He
advised that people should make sure that they lock their vehicles even
when they are in driveways.
There had also been a theft of tools from a shed in the area so again he
advised that people should make sure all out buildings are secure and also
any sheds on allotment sites.
There had been reports of suspicious people lurking at night. A man with a
briefcase had been seen on someone’s driveway and also around Highcliff
Drive and The Paddock. Members of the public were advised to be aware.
He reported that the Team were trialling some pop up surgeries in the area
which would help to decide what the Policing priorities were. The next on
was 27 January 2014 at Crestwood College and everyone was invited to
attend.
Councillor Hawes asked if they still made routine patrols in the area.
PCSO McCarthy advised that they had been keeping a record and they
patrolled the area at least once per shift.
Questions were raised as to whether the Allbrook and North Boyatt Area
got anything extra due to the funding given to the PCSO post. Councillor

29
Symonds reminded Members that if the Parish Council did not part fund
the PCSO post there would probably be one less PCSO in the area.
PCSO McCarthy offered the services of the PCSO’s at any events that the
Parish organised. Councillor Wall suggested that due to the agreement for
public open space at Penarth House the Parish Council would want them
to patrol the play area if resources had gone in to funding any play
equipment.
55.

LOCAL PLAN ISSUES - MARK HOUSBY
Mark Housby a member of Allbrook Action Group (AAG) reported that the
group had been looking into AL1, AL2 and AL3 of the Borough’s Local
Plan. He advised that all three sites should be looked at together. Five
members of AAG had met with Forelle and Bargate with Councillor Wall
for ongoing discussions with the Developer’s about the sites in question.
He had been advised that the Developers were looking to submit a
planning application to the Borough Council in February. He advised that
they were looking to build 50 dwellings in the lower field of the Pitmore
Road site and the upper field would be gifted to the Parish to use for public
open space and it was thought that a wild flower meadow would be
preferable. AAG had requested a green and pleasant development with a
pedestrian access to the public open space with vehicular access for
maintenance so as not to create any misuse of the land.
AAG had been generally supportive of the application subject to detailed
design of the public open space; mainly wild flower meadow with a mown
area for picnic benches. AAG were fairly happy with the layout and the
maximum number of 50 dwellings. The AL3 site opposite was proposed as
30 dwellings and it was felt that the developer’s contributions from all three
sites could provide enough money to fund a village hall elsewhere.
Members felt that this would have to be investigated due to the ongoing
costs and responsibility of owning a village hall.
He advised that there was no transport assessment for Allbrook and North
Boyatt in the Borough’s Local Plan and that AAG had raised an objection
to this as had Otterbourne Parish Council.
Councillor Wall advised that the decision to put the Borough’s Local Plan
out for consultation was due to happen on 30 January 2014. Anyone who
was concerned or had comments to make regarding the sites in Allbrook
should submit them to the Borough Council.
The Chair felt that it would be useful to have some Parish Councillors on
Allbrook Action Group. Councillor Betts advised that he would be the
Parish Council’s representative on the AAG and for the preparation of
responses to the Borough Council on Local Plan issues.
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Members noted the report that the Parish Clerk had prepared regarding
the exhibition of the development of the site at Portchester Rise.
RESOLVED –

56.

(1)

That the report be noted; and

(2)

That Councillor Betts be nominated as the Parish Council
representative on Allbrook Action Group and for preparing
responses to the Local Plan issues.

MATTERS ARISING
The Parish Clerk tabled a report of matters that had been brought to her
attention since the agenda had been published and that needed a decision
from Members.
After the last Parish Council Meeting where the state of the land at
Chartwell Close was raised by residents Matthew Blythe contacted the
Borough Council’s Direct Services Unit to ask whether anything could be
done to speed up the decomposition of the human waste left at Chartwell
Close. His full response was given to Members the result of which was
that it was usual practise to let the decomposition process happen
naturally.
As agreed at the Parish Council meeting in September bollards were
asked to be put in around the area of Chartwell Close where a traveller
encampment had taken place in the summer. The Bollards had been put in
as requested however there were areas that could still be accessed by
travellers that needed to be improved. At the last Parish Council meeting a
request was put in to speak to the Area Co-ordinator at Eastleigh to install
additional bollards.
Eastleigh Borough Council were liaising with the contractors this week who
would give a date for installation. It was thought that the delay was
possibly due to the bad weather.
At the last meeting the Parish Council was asked if they wanted to give a
donation to help refurbish the war memorial in Otterbourne. It was agreed
that an amount be donated, however no amount had been decided.
The budget for donations was £500 and to date this had not been spent.
Members were asked to confirm an amount.
The Parish Council currently had £62,470 of developer’s contributions to
be used for public open space in the Parish. The Area Co-ordinator at
Eastleigh Borough Council had asked that the Parish Council agree to
allocate approximately £48,000 to refurbish the play area behind the Scout
Hut.
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RESOLVED –

57.

(1)

That the email from the Environmental Health Manager
regarding the treatment of the land at Chartwell Close
occupied by Travellers in August be noted;

(2)

That the response regarding the extra bollards at Chartwell
Close be noted;

(3)

That £500 be donated to the War Memorial in Otterbourne; and

(4)

That approximately £48,000 of Developer’s Contributions be
allocated to refurbishing the play area behind the Scout Hut.

AUDITOR LETTER
Consideration was given to the report of the Parish Clerk who had been
asked to bring to the Council’s attention the advice in the Auditor’s letter.
Members were asked to read the letter at Appendix 1 to the report and
note its contents.
RESOLVED –
That the Auditor’s letter and advice be noted.

58.

BUDGET REPORT
Consideration was given to a report of the Parish Clerk on the budget and
precept for 2014/15, which was agreed by the Parish Council subject to the
Borough Council’s Accountant checking the figures.
The Parish Clerk suggested that Allbrook & North Boyatt Parish Council
requested a 2014/15 payment of £31,591.66 from the Borough Council. This
would be composed of a Grant/contribution from Eastleigh Borough Council of
£1,493.28 and a Precept of £30,098.38 for 2014/15. Allbrook and North Boyatt
Parish Council tax for 2014/15 would be £48.80 (a change in council tax of
zero%).
Due to the changes made to the allotment budget by Councillors earlier on in the
meeting the Clerk and Allotment Officer would need to rework the figures and
bring them back to the next meeting.
RESOLVED –
(1)

That the Council tax stay at 0% rise again this year and the precept be
agreed as £31,591.66; and

(2)

That the Clerk and Allotment Officer rework the budget figures to
accommodate a reduction in the allotment budget to £12,000.
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59.

FINANCE MATTERS
The Parish Council considered the papers on expenditure which detailed
cheques to be issued and budget monitoring. Members agreed to endorse
all cheques presented in the report as listed below:
Chqs for Endorsement - Parish Account
138

Instant Fabrications
Mesh Screen BH Allotment

£240.00

139

D Ward
BH Allotments perimeter pyracantha

£194.64

140

Eastleigh Borough Council
Wages (Nov 2013)

£484.62

141

Mobile Mini
Broomhill Allotment Container

£102.96

142

Eastleigh Borough Council
Wages (Dec 2013)

£453.89

Chqs for Approval - Parish
Account
143

D Ward
BH Allotment expenses

£97.31

144

L Greenslade
Office expenses

£87.50

145

ARandall
Office expenses

£73.05

Total:

RESOLVED –
That authority be given for the payment of cheques 138 – 145.
60.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12
March 2014 at 7pm in Crestwood School.
_______________________________________

£1,733.97
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